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Questions Have Not
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Been Settled Entirely

Brewer, W.ashingten, D. C.

ROBLEMS involved in the labeling of beer have been
cngaging the attention of the Bureaus of Iaternal Rev-
enue and Industrial Alcohel, higher Treasury Department
officials, the Federal Alcohol Control Administration, the
Food and Dry Administration of the Deparument of Agri-
culture, and the Brewers' Code Authority. The result may
be summarized, as to their high points, in the following:

Beer containing 3.2 per cent of alcohol, or any other
quantity of alcohol, need not be labeled so as 1o show alco-
holic content. If beer is labeled to show alcoholic content
such content must approximate the amount shown on the
label. It is mot permitted to fabel a 3.2 per cent beer with a
statement that it does not contain more than a certain higher
percentage of alecohol. If the alcohclic content is shown
there is a tolerance allowed up to 25/100 of 1%, accord-
ing to an understanding in brewing trade circles,

The brewers gained their point in the matter of obtain-
ing abolition of the official requirement that beer authorized
by the Federal Beer Law of March 22, 1933, must be labeled
to show rhat its alcoholic content does not exceed 3.2 per
cent. As told in this correspondence last month, this mater
was pending before the Treasury Depariment, with the sup-
pert of the brewers. The result desired was forthcoming
in a recent decision of the Internal Revenue Bureau en-
dtled “T. D. 4423, Fermented Liquor-Regulation No. 9
amended.”  This decision bore the signatures of Captain D.
Spencer Bliss, Commissioner of Industrial Alcohol; Guy T.
Halvering, Commissioner of Internal Reveaue, and Henry
Morgenthau Jr., Secretary of the Treasury.

Besides liberalizing the labeling requirements for bottled
beer, this decision upheld the regulation of a year ago re-
quiring that beer barrels be side-branded. It is permirted
under the new decision to substitute the name of a boutler,
distributor or dealer for that of a brewer. The decision
also upheld a ruling obtained for THE AMERICAN BREWER
from the Food and Drug Administration last year to the
effece that beer could not be labeled so as o imply a foreign
origin, unless the label, name or data be accompanied by
the word “type” or “style.” This would apply to much so.
called Pilsner beer of domestic origin.

T. D. 4423 is in full as follows:

Sectivn 16 of Repulations 9 a5 amended by Treasury Dedision 19,
approved July 11, 1933 1 herchy further amended 10 read as
follows:

Sec. 16, {a) The name of the manufaciurer of the fermented
hquor and the plice of mamufsaurer must be embossed on, or
indented 10, metal barrels or kegs. The name of the manufacturer
and e place of manufacture must be brarded by burning on the
side across the staves, and must cxtend over sixey per cent or morse
of 1he ciecumierence, of wooden barrels or kegs cortaining fer-

mented liquor. The branding must be of sufficient depth and size
so that it may net be scraped frum barrels withour leaving traces
to indicarc scraping.

No wooden barrel or keg which has been rebranded across the
staves and no wouodea barrel or keg which has the name of more
than one manufacturer branded thercon may be used by a brewer
as a1 contaner for fermented liquor, provided that the removal and
replacement of one or more staves by the brewer whose name and
address arc originally so branded on a barrel or keg shall not be
deemed 0 be 2 rebranding hereunder.

Each boutle conumining fermented liquors must be labeled, and
cach closed case of boitlcs must be libeled or branded, showing, in

clearly legible figures and lewtens, the fullowing:

(1) The name of the manufacturer;

(2) The location of the brewery, by city, or rown, and state;

(3) The serial numbes of the basic permit under which the
fermented Liquor is produced:

{4) The special name of the liquor, if any. (The use of the
words beer, ale, porier, lager, bock, swout, eic., is per-
missthle v such Iabels);

(3) "Taxpanl at the raic prescribed by Internal Revenue

Law” ur "Internal Revenue Tax Pand.”

Wooden ot metx]l barrels and keps must also bear labels or
brands. ur be embossed or indented, showing the data in the above
items Numbers 3 and 4.

(b) Where such fermented liquor is bortled or marketed by 2
distributor a1 dealer, and it is not desised o disclose on the label
the nume of the acieal manufacturet, the label above-described must
contain ull the preseribed daw, excepr that the name and address
of the bouler, distributar ur dealer may be substiruted fos the pame
and address of the actual manufacturer. .

(c) If the name of « distributur appears on the label in addi-
tion to the name of the manuiacturer, the distributor’s name must
be preceded by the phrase “Packed for— *oor
"Diseributed by

(d) Auention 15 called o the fact that under the Food and
Drugs Act the name and other dara on the labels may nor imply
a foreign vrigin of the fermented liquor, —unless such name or datd
are followed by the word “type”™ or “style”, or the other date on
the label clearly show the domestic origin of the fermented Jiquor.

(e) Copics of the libels are not required 1o be submined 0
the Supervisur or the Commissioner unless requested.

D. S. BLISS,
Commissioner of Industrinl Alcohol.
GUY T. HELVERING,
Commissivner of Internal Revenue.

Approved: March 13, 1934,
H. MORGENTHAL, Tr.,
Secretary of the Treasury.

Labcling questions have been dealt with by atcorneys for
the FACA in letters ta brewing interests.  One of these let-
ters from W. A. Russel, attorney, to the Superior Brewing
Company. Chicago, holds that beer should contzin ap-
proximaicly the alcoholic content shown upon its label. This
letter, which is being circulated by the Brewers' Code
Authority, is as follows:

March 6, 1934
Gentlenen.

Your lerter dated March 3, 1934, requesting the opinion of the
Administration in regard o certain beer labels has refer
w me for reply.

Admimstration has not a5 pu issued any regulations relat
ing o products of the Browing Industy in accordance with the
power granted tno3t vnder Armicle V. Sccnin 2 (e} of the Code of
Fair Compettting for the Brewing Industry.  Moreover, the Admin-
istration wilf not pive its approval (o anv samples of labels which
are submitted to it Jr will, however, answer specific quesdions
in cehattan to such Labels.

In your letter vou suggest several methods of staung the ap-
pronmate alcohohe content of yuur “Hunters Tap Besr”  The states



