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Beer Labeling
Questions Have Not Been Settled Entirely
By H. C. HALLAM. Spui.J! COFTU /JeJ1ldelll. THE AMERICAN BUWER. IFdlhinglQIl. D. C.

pROBLEMS involved in the labeling of beer have been
c:ng3sing the: attention of the Bureaus of Internal Rc..·•

enue and Industrial Alcohol, hig her T reasury Departm ent
Officials, the Federal Alcohol Control Administration, the
Food and Or')' Adminisrr:n jon of the Deparrmenr of Ag ri.
culture. and the Brewers' Code Authority. The res~lt rna)'
be summarized, ;lS (Q their high pcims, in the following':

Beer contai ning 3.2 per cern of alcohol, or any other
qua ntity of alcohol, need not be labeled so ~ (0 show alec
bel ie content . If beer is labeled to show alcohol ic content
such conte nt must approximate (he amount show n on [he
label, It is nOI pcrmincd (0 label a 3.2 per cern beer with J.

staternem th;1( it docs not contain more than a certain h jgh~r

~rccnt3gt of alcohol. If the alcoholic cem ent is shown
then: i.1,. ;1 roleranre 3110wed up to 25/100 of 1reo . accord 
ing to an understand ing in brewing trade circles.

The bre wers gained their point in the matter of obtain
ing abolirion of the official requirement rhar beer authorized
b)" the Fe:dcral Beer Law of March 22, 1933. must be 13beJed
(0 show th.u its alcoho lic comene does nor exc~cd 3.2 per
cent. As told in this correspondence last momh. th is ma.ttet
was pcnd inl;: before the T rc:lSury Dcpanmcm, with lhe sup·
pan o( the brewers. The result desired was forth coming
in .1 reccOI ..!ecision of the Intern al Rt\'cnue Bureau en·
tit":"! "T. D. ·1-1 23. Fermemed liquor.Regulation No. 9
•lmt:ntJI.·d:· Thi s decision bore the signatures of Capta in D.
Spencer Bl i ~s. Commissioner of Industrial Alcohol ; Guy T.
Hah'ering, Commissioner uf Internal Rc\·cnuc. and Hen ry
Morsemhau Jr., SL'(rcury o f the Trca.sury.

BesiJc:.s Iibculi zing [he; IJbcJ ing requirc:mcna (or hoaled
bc;cr. this dr:cision uphr:ld dlC: regula tion of ;t rea r a80 reo
qu iring du t b<.:c=r h,Jrrc!5 be sidc:·brandcd. It is pcrmiucd
undr:r the: new dc."(ision to substiturc me nJme of a bottl er.
distr ibutor or IlcJlcr for th.lt of J. brewer . The decision
:llso uphdd 3. ruling obt ained for T H E A~lERlC:\N B REWER

from the: Food .1 nd Drug Administ rat ion last year to the
effect that bttr (o uld nor be: bbdtd so;u to imply 3. fo reign

or igin, unleiS the bbcl. narnt" or O.lU be accompan ied b)'
rhc word " I)' PC" or " S1 ylC': ' Th is WQulJ app ly to much so·
o iled Pilsner beer of domcs ric orig in.

T . D. ·1423 is in fu ll u follo ws:

Sct1illn 16 .,f RC!"-l.Il.ll i"Oi i.) ,n Jo n:c:ndc:d b)' T:c.nufY O«1 \il'n I').
,1PPlcwcd Jul~' 11. l Q.' .". 1\ ilcrch}' fu rt her Jmcooed tu rl:J J .1\
folio ..... , :

Sec. 16 . ( ,I) Thl: n,lml: IIi Ih e nunufJ:ctutt"r of Ihe fetrnc-n IN
hquur JnJ the rU' c or nunul.lCTutef mll.U he I:mbo$~ o n. o r
indcf'lu:J in . mer ..l h;,trch nr keg1. Thc nJme of ,he TTUnufJClulct
JnJ the p!J(1:' ( I f m.rnu!.lcturc mU~1 he b landeJ br humin,!: l)n lhr
\iJe :1I:r uH rhr U.."o, Jnd mU.H n:rm J rover ~ix~r pel (CnT Qr mor C'
of Ih~ circumfeu,n(e. of ,",'eNden bJnds or keSS cont.1ininii (er·

memed Jiquor. T he br.wJIU~ mu\t be uf ~ufficienl dep th and size
.so tha r it mol)' net be u-r,1pcd h um banets ....·; fOOUI 1.....lVinj; 1f3CCS
to inJicsle scuping.

N o 9100<1('0 !urrd or keg ""hich has been rcbr,1nd~ acr oss the
$f3VCS and no wooden Darrel nr kc~ which tu.s the n.lIDe of mere
shm one nunul2ClUrCf br an ded thereo n ffi;l}' be used by ;l brc,.,·cr
1f, J, cont aine r Ior fer mcolro liquur. provide d Ihal the remo\·a.1 ;U1d
rep l3ct'mnu of one o r mor e sr.H'C'$ br the brewer whose- rume 20d
address are origi ru.lIy 50 branded un :a hurd ur ke~ dull nOI be:
deemed 10 be a tebf,lndio.L: here under,

Earh bonte (onuinin;: Iermented Jiquun mu.\r be b beJcJ • .Jnd
och d osed (:1.\( of boules mWI be Libeled or branded, s.howin~. in
clc.uly ICl:ihle: figures :and leu eo , ibe Io llo ...... ing :

( I) The n.;ame uf Ih l:" manubcrun;:r;
(2) The Iocauoa of dll:' beewerr, br ocr. "If ruwn.:and su re ;
( ) The ""li .11 number of the b-.uic permi r unde r wh ich th e

fermen fl:'! l iquu r is pwJuccd;
( 4) The ~pcci.al n JfnC nf Ihe liqut>r. ii iln)·. (TIle w e: of the:

....'UfJ S beer, J.le. po rter, b~er. b..Kk. SUoUI. err., is per
mi~~ible lin ~uch bbds';

U, ·'T :axl'.Ji.1 .;1,1 lhe rare p rcscnbcd hr I nletnal RC"C'nue
1..1w" IIr "Interna l Re"I:'IlUC T J:x Pard,"

W oodrn UI m~·r.l-I bH rch il.(lJ kc~~ mUit .sis.. bea r lJ:be ls or
br:anlh. «r be em hm-.cJ or indented, shuwin.. the d.al.1 in th e: ,,~l'e

ileJf\\ ~umbt:t!o i and. ·L
( b ) \':Ih erc sucb fermented liquur i> hOldt:J ot mJ,kC:leJ br ;l

d isttibullJ r UI dealer ••1nJ il i~ nor desired IiJ di~c1u~,· cm rbe label
rhe name of the .stluitl manufilCllll e t. the h.hcl ab ove-described must
CC1 nl :ain all the p rescn bed da tu, excep t that the nam e and add ress
of the bonier, distributor ur dealer m.!)' be subcrit ult·d tor the name
.1(1\1 ;IJdreslt ef the :I(IUJJ n1.1nutJ.clu n:r,

(cl If rhe name of ;c dimibuw r apl'c:lrs on rh e IJbrl in aJdi·
tuJn to th e n;UfIc of lhe m;Ului acrur('f , Ihe d istributor's na me must
be lutCt...Jcd hr the phtJ. ~c "I':IckcJ fur- - - - .. or
"Dimibuled hI' : .

(J) A lle-nliun l~ CJlb-l r" Ihe facr Ilt3 1 under the Food ;coJ
Dru~, ACI lhe: name: ;lnd mh er dlU.l un rhe I.lbcl s ma.y nor impl)'
;I fme l.:,n llris;in of Iht j"rnUOltJ hquur. - · unlc$\ $Ud l nilme or J lIl;"l
Me follnwcd b~· lhl:' WHIJ ··,)' pc" m " SI)'/t'··. or lhe o lhc:r d.llc on
,he bbd durl)' .'lho... Ihr domtStic ori;s:in of Ihe fcrml;nl ed liqum .

( c) Cnpif: ~ o( ,hI; IlIhd~ drC' om requ ifl·d tn be: $ubmi u ed IU
lilt' Supcrv i~ur 0' Ihe Cummi~silllle r unlc..s u:quc"tcd.

D. S. 81.1SS.
CClmmiu iunl:"r (Of Indusrrinl Aleuhlli .

GUY T. HEtVERING.
Cummi:\simlcr oj (merna I Rc\·coue.

ApPw"'cd : ,1o.hrch I ~. 19H .
H. MORGENTHAU. Jr.•

Sectl·r ..,)' 1)( Ih~· Treoaur y.

u.hding ' lucs tions ha\'c been dcah with b}' atto rneys for
the FACA in I t n er~ to brewing inte rests. O ne of these Ie[·
If.:rs from \X'. A. Rus.~I. ;I.[[orn(.')'. to the Sup~rior Brewing
Compan)·. Chic.1!:o. holds th.lt beer shou ld contai n 2.p.
pro:.:im3u:ly the .alcoholic COnten! shown upon its label. This
letter. which is being circu lated br the Bre.....ers· Code

Authoril)", is .15 follows ;

M,mh 6. 19; 4.
Gc.nrle:mcn .

)'.'ur I('lett d;l Il~..1 M.u ch ; . 19 .\-1. f",quul injO: t be o pi n io n IIf th e
Admini \frolfl lin in rc-J:.IfJ In (Cluin be-er lolbcb hu bc--eo , cfeere:-!
10 me: foH replr .

The- AJmini,a-.;zrilln h.l ) no: J ) r t 1 i).):Jc:J .In)· reJ,:u lJ lio ns rd,ll
in~ :ll proJU( h nf t1 n~' 8 :ewinl: hU!U~Il )· in :l«III.L.n(C •...·ilh th\;:
pm..er I,:r,lOlC.! I" 11 tm ,!e r An id " IV. Set l,u n ! (c) u ( the- G.ldc ,ot
f Jll c..mpc!ll,,,n for Ih l:: Br('\/>"rn ~ InJ u111)·. MorC'lll 'cr . rhc AJrrun
i ~ t rJ r i l>n \l·ill n.,l ~''I.' (" ic ~ Jpp:" ..·..1 1(\ "n,· 'lo,Imp lts .)f IJbcl s wh ich
Hll" ~uhm lf l C't ! II ' i l. It will , h"""e\·er• .:on\Wl·1 ~prc i 6r q\l("s:it1n~

In rc!J l i.'n rn ~uch lJk k
In )·IILH J ~ un you \U~c·t ~l:"'cr..l rnct}" , J~ "j ~L.llin Jo: Ihe' .If! .

p: urilIUl e J!w!:oli, COnl t1l1 u! yUU: ··HUn:l"h T ,1p ~ll"r: ' TIle st.1 re-


